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Reasons for Allowance 



1. 



Claims 16-32 are allowed. 



2. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 



While Benton (U.S. Patent No. 5,611,059) discloses a user interface for a control 
structure comprising a controller, and physical devices coupled to the controller. The controller 
is adapted to control and monitor the physical devices. The user interface is coupled to the 
controller for displaying status conditions of the physical devices. The system includes a 
premade set of graphical symbols that are adapted to represent the physical devices where the 
graphical symbols are automatically linked between point of connections. Benton does not teach 
a device-independent technology object that is re-used or distributable on a plurality of physical 
devices; technology object that is functionally separate and apart from a device functionality; 
having commands that characterize and determine behavior of the technological object; and other 
limitations related to these features in combination with the remaining elements and features of 
the claimed invention. 

And Engdahl (U.S. Patent No. 6,282,455) discloses a user interface that includes software 
objects used for component control means supplementing a control means of an industrial 
controller. The software objects are created representing machines in a factory floor, their status, 
their programming, and their data having a defined visual representation and three dimensional 
spatial coordinate. Engdahl does not disclose component control means implemented using a 
plurality of technology objects corresponding to the components; technology objects that are 
distributable on a plurality of devices making up the industrial controller; a device-independent 
technology object that is re-used or distributable on a plurality of physical devices; technological 
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functionality separate and apart from a device functionality; and other limitations related to these 
features in combination with the remaining elements and features of the claimed invention. 

The prior art of record fails to teach or fairly suggest to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention, in conjunction with all the other claimed limitations, an industrial 
controller having all the claimed features of applicant's instant invention, specifically including: 
a technological functionality independent of a plurality of devices that is distributable on a 
plurality of physical devices, the technological functionality does not depend on or separate and 
apart from a device functionality, having commands that characterize and determine behavior of 
the technological object, etc., as set forth in the claims. 

Also, there is no motivation to combine the Benton reference with the Engdahl reference 
to meet these limitations. It is for these reasons that applicant's invention defines over the prior 
art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Thomas Pham\ whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3689, Monday to Thursday from 6:30 AM - 5:00 PM EST or contact Supervisor Mr. Anthony 
Knight at (571)272-3687. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Thomas Pham 

Patent Examiner 




May 25, 2006 



